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World Journal of Immunology (World J Immunol, WJI, online ISSN 2219-2824, DOI: 10.5411)
is a bimonthly peer-reviewed, online, open-access, journal supported by an editorial
board consisting of 99 experts in immunology from 23 countries.
The original articles and reviews in WJI cover a wide range of subjects including:
(1) autoimmune diseases such as type 1 diabetes, multiple sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis,
systemic lupus erythematosus, thyroiditis, myasthenia gravis, in both humans and animal models of disease, with an interest on aspects including the etiology, pathogenesis,
mechanisms of disease induction, maintenance and progression; (2) tumor immunology
including immunosurveillance, immunoediting and immunotherapies in animal models
and in humans; (3) clinical immunology in humans and animal models including mechanisms of disease, regulation and therapy and immunodeficiencies; (4) innate immunity
including cell subsets, receptors and soluble mediators, complement and inflammation;
(5) adaptive immune mechanisms and cells including soluble mediators and antibodies; (6)
immune cell development, differentiation, maturation; (7) control mechanisms for immune cells including immune tolerance and apoptosis; (8) immune cell interactions and
immune cell receptors; (9) immunological methods and techniques; (10) immune cell
activation including cell signaling pathways, biochemical and pharmacologic modulation
studies; (11) infection; (12) different modalities of vaccination including gene therapy;
(13) hypersensitivity and allergy; (14) transplantation.
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Figure 1 Editor-in-Chief of
the World Journal of Immunology. Antonio La Cava,
MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Medicine, University
of California Los Angeles, Los
Angeles, CA 90095-1670,
United States.

Abstract
We are pleased to announce the launch of the World
Journal of Immunology (WJI) as a new member of
the family of the World series of journals. The pace of
discovery in the field of immunology has accelerated
significantly in recent years due to important discoveries and the implementation of new technologies and
methodologies that have become readily accessible
to many investigators. WJI is an open-access, peerreviewed journal, whose preparatory work was initiated
on November 30, 2010 and will be officially published
on December 27, 2011. The WJI Editorial Board consists of 99 experts in experimental medicine from 23
countries. By taking into account the widespread use
of the internet and the necessity that scientific journals
should reach out to wider audiences through the provision of barrier-free information, WJI aims to provide
rapid publication through an established system that is
targeted at dissemination to the scientific community
via online open-access.

La Cava A. Welcome to the World Journal of Immunology. World
J Immunol 2011; 1(1): 1-2 Available from: URL: http://www.
wjgnet.com/2219-2824/full/v1/i1/1.htm DOI: http://dx.doi.
org/10.5411/wji.v1.i1.1

INTRODUCTION
I am Antonio La Cava, a Professor from the University
of California Los Angeles (Figure 1), and together with
Seung-Yong Seong, MD, PhD, Professor, Department
of Microbiology and Immunology, we will be the coEditor-in-Chief for World Journal of Immunology (World J
Immunol, WJI, online ISSN 2219-2824, DOI: 10.5411). I
am very pleased to announce that the first issue of WJI,
on which preparation was initiated on November 30,
2010, is officially published on December 27, 2011. WJI
is a bimonthly peer-reviewed, online, open-access, journal
supported by an editorial board consisting of 99 experts
in immunology from 23 countries. It is my great honor
and pleasure to introduce WJI as a new forum for both
fundamental and clinical immunology. By covering immunological advances in cellular, biochemical and molecular
biology; in vitro and in vivo investigations; basic, translational and clinical immune work, animal models and human studies, WJI appears well suited for a broad audience

© 2011 Baishideng. All rights reserved.

Key words: Immunology; Journal; Open-access; Peerreviewed
Peer reviewer: Edith Porter, Associate Professor, Department of

Biological Sciences, California State University Los Angeles, 5151
State University Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90032, United States
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that has an interest in the multiple subdisciplines of the
expanding world of immunology.
Although there are already many journals focusing on immunology, the launch of WJI responds to the
major technological shift in academic publishing practices
during the last decade, that with the internet witnessed an
unprecedented revolution in the way science is published
and communicated[1]. WJI aims to extend this aspect to
immunologists who want their work published rapidly for
access to a broad audience.
WJI publishes papers without size limits with a quick
editorial turnaround and time-to-publication process,
aiming at rapidly reporting results of immunological
research through a platform that can facilitate the translation of knowledge into improved human health. To
ensure advantages for both authors and readers and the
high quality of the published work, submitted manuscripts undergo critical peer review prior to publication.

(8) immune cell interactions and immune cell receptors;
(9) immunological methods and techniques; (10) immune
cell activation including cell signaling pathways, biochemical and pharmacologic modulation studies; (11) infection;
(12) different modalities of vaccination including gene
therapy; (13) hypersensitivity and allergy; and (14) transplantation.

COLUMNS
The columns in the issues of WJI will include: (1) Editorial: To introduce and comment on the substantial advances and their importance in fast-developing areas; (2)
Frontier: To review the most representative achievements
and comment on the current research status in important
fields, and propose directions for future research; (3)
Topic Highlight: This column consists of three formats,
including (A) 10 invited review articles on a hot topic,
(B) a commentary on common issues of this hot topic,
and (C) a commentary on the 10 individual articles; (4)
Observation: To update the development of old and
new questions, highlight unsolved problems, and provide
strategies on how to solve the questions; (5) Guidelines
for Clinical Practice: To provide guidelines for clinical diagnosis and treatment; (6) Review: To systemically review
the most representative progress and unsolved problems
in the major scientific disciplines, comment on the current research status, and make suggestions on future
work; (7) Original Articles: To report original innovative
and valuable findings in immunology; (8) Brief Articles:
To briefly report the novel and innovative findings in immunology; (9) Case Report: To report a rare or typical
case; (10) Letters to the Editor: To discuss and reply to
the contributions published in WJI, or to introduce and
comment on a controversial issue of general interest; (11)
Book Reviews: To introduce and comment on quality
monographs of immunology; and (12) Guidelines: To
introduce consensuses and guidelines reached by international and national academic authorities worldwide on the
research in immunology.
In summary, we propose WJI as a new forum that
can provide answers to important questions on a wide
array of topics across multiple immunological disciplines
through open access. With our innovative and ambitious
publisher, WJI will contribute to the swift communication of scientific results in immunology, and contribute
to make immunological research more open.

CONTENTS FOR PEER REVIEW
In order to guarantee the quality of articles published in
the journal, WJI usually invites three experts to comment
on the submitted papers. The contents for peer review
include: (1) whether the contents of the manuscript are
of great importance and novelty; (2) whether the experiment is complete and described clearly; (3) whether the
discussion and conclusion are justified; (4) whether the
citations of references are necessary and reasonable; and
(5) whether the presentation and use of tables and figures
are correct and complete.

SCOPE
The original articles and reviews in WJI cover a wide
range of subjects including: (1) autoimmune diseases such
as type 1 diabetes, multiple sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis,
systemic lupus erythematosus, thyroiditis, myasthenia
gravis, both in humans and in animal models of disease,
with an interest on aspects including the etiology, pathogenesis, mechanisms of disease induction, maintenance
and progression; (2) tumor immunology including immunosurveillance, immunoediting and immunotherapies
in animal models and in humans; (3) clinical immunology
in humans and animal models including mechanisms of
disease, regulation and therapy and immunodeficiencies;
(4) innate immunity including cell subsets, receptors and
soluble mediators, complement and inflammation; (5)
adaptive immune mechanisms and cells including soluble
mediators and antibodies; (6) immune cell development,
differentiation, maturation; (7) control mechanisms for
immune cells including immune tolerance and apoptosis;
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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS
of editorial board members, authors and readers, and yielding the
greatest social and economic benefits.

GENERAL INFORMATION

World Journal of Immunology (World J Immunol, WJI, online ISSN
2219-2824, DOI: 10.5411) is a bimonthly peer-reviewed, online,
open-access (OA), journal supported by an editorial board consisting of 99 experts in immunology from 23 countries.
The biggest advantage of the OA model is that it provides free,
full-text articles in PDF and other formats for experts and the public without registration, which eliminates the obstacle that traditional
journals possess and usually delays the speed of the propagation
and communication of scientific research results. The open access
model has been proven to be a true approach that may achieve the
ultimate goal of the journals, i.e. the maximization of the value to
the readers, authors and society.

Aims and scope
The original articles and reviews in WJI cover a wide range of subjects including: (1) autoimmune diseases such as type 1 diabetes,
multiple sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis, systemic lupus erythematosus, thyroiditis, myasthenia gravis, in both humans and animal
models of disease, with an interest on aspects including the etiology, pathogenesis, mechanisms of disease induction, maintenance
and progression; (2) tumor immunology including immunosurveillance, immunoediting and immunotherapies in animal models and
in humans; (3) clinical immunology in humans and animal models
including mechanisms of disease, regulation and therapy and immunodeficiencies; (4) innate immunity including cell subsets, receptors
and soluble mediators, complement and inflammation; (5) adaptive
immune mechanisms and cells including soluble mediators and antibodies; (6) immune cell development, differentiation, maturation; (7)
control mechanisms for immune cells including immune tolerance
and apoptosis; (8) immune cell interactions and immune cell receptors; (9) immunological methods and techniques; (10) immune cell
activation including cell signaling pathways, biochemical and pharmacologic modulation studies; (11) infection; (12) different modalities of vaccination including gene therapy; (13) hypersensitivity and
allergy; (14) transplantation.

Maximization of personal benefits
The role of academic journals is to exhibit the scientific levels of
a country, a university, a center, a department, and even a scientist,
and build an important bridge for communication between scientists and the public. As we all know, the significance of the publication of scientific articles lies not only in disseminating and communicating innovative scientific achievements and academic views,
as well as promoting the application of scientific achievements, but
also in formally recognizing the "priority" and "copyright" of innovative achievements published, as well as evaluating research performance and academic levels. So, to realize these desired attributes
of WJI and create a well-recognized journal, the following four
types of personal benefits should be maximized. The maximization
of personal benefits refers to the pursuit of the maximum personal
benefits in a well-considered optimal manner without violation of
the laws, ethical rules and the benefits of others. (1) Maximization
of the benefits of editorial board members: The primary task of
editorial board members is to give a peer review of an unpublished
scientific article via online office system to evaluate its innovativeness, scientific and practical values and determine whether it should
be published or not. During peer review, editorial board members
can also obtain cutting-edge information in that field at first hand.
As leaders in their field, they have priority to be invited to write
articles and publish commentary articles. We will put peer reviewers’ names and affiliations along with the article they reviewed in
the journal to acknowledge their contribution; (2) Maximization of
the benefits of authors: Since WJI is an open-access journal, readers around the world can immediately download and read, free of
charge, high-quality, peer-reviewed articles from WJI official website, thereby realizing the goals and significance of the communication between authors and peers as well as public reading; (3) Maximization of the benefits of readers: Readers can read or use, free of
charge, high-quality peer-reviewed articles without any limits, and
cite the arguments, viewpoints, concepts, theories, methods, results,
conclusion or facts and data of pertinent literature so as to validate the innovativeness, scientific and practical values of their own
research achievements, thus ensuring that their articles have novel
arguments or viewpoints, solid evidence and correct conclusion;
and (4) Maximization of the benefits of employees: It is an iron law
that a first-class journal is unable to exist without first-class editors,
and only first-class editors can create a first-class academic journal.
We insist on strengthening our team cultivation and construction so
that every employee, in an open, fair and transparent environment,
could contribute their wisdom to edit and publish high-quality articles, thereby realizing the maximization of the personal benefits

WJI|www.wjgnet.com

Columns
The columns in the issues of WJI will include: (1) Editorial: To introduce and comment on the substantial advance and its importance in
the fast-developing areas; (2) Frontier: To review the most representative achievements and comment on the current research status in
the important fields, and propose directions for the future research;
(3) Topic Highlight: This column consists of three formats, including (A) 10 invited review articles on a hot topic, (B) a commentary
on common issues of this hot topic, and (C) a commentary on the
10 individual articles; (4) Observation: To update the development
of old and new questions, highlight unsolved problems, and provide
strategies on how to solve the questions; (5) Guidelines for Clinical
Practice: To provide guidelines for clinical diagnosis and treatment;
(6) Review: To systemically review the most representative progress
and unsolved problems in the major scientific disciplines, comment
on the current research status, and make suggestions on the future
work; (7) Original Articles: To originally report the innovative and
valuable findings in experimental medicine; (8) Brief Articles: To
briefly report the novel and innovative findings in experimental medicine; (9) Case Report: To report a rare or typical case; (10) Letters to
the Editor: To discuss and make reply to the contributions published
in WJI, or to introduce and comment on a controversial issue of
general interest; (11) Book Reviews: To introduce and comment on
quality monographs of experimental medicine; and (12) Guidelines:
To introduce consensuses and guidelines reached by international
and national academic authorities worldwide on the research in experimental medicine.
Name of journal
World Journal of Immunology
ISSN
ISSN 2219-2824 (online)
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Instructions to authors
Editor-in-Chief
Antonio La Cava, MD, PhD, Professor, Depratment of Medicine, University of California Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA
90095-1670, United States

should be stated clearly in the text that all persons gave their informed
consent prior to their inclusion in the study. Details that might disclose
the identity of the subjects under study should be omitted. Authors
should also draw attention to the Code of Ethics of the World Medical Association (Declaration of Helsinki, 1964, as revised in 2004).

Seung-Yong Seong, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, 103 Daehag-no, Jongno-gu, Seoul
110-799, South Korea

Statement of human and animal rights
When reporting the results from experiments, authors should follow
the highest standards and the trial should conform to Good Clinical Practice (for example, US Food and Drug Administration Good
Clinical Practice in FDA-Regulated Clinical Trials; UK Medicines
Research Council Guidelines for Good Clinical Practice in Clinical
Trials) and/or the World Medical Association Declaration of Helsinki. Generally, we suggest authors follow the lead investigator’s national standard. If doubt exists whether the research was conducted
in accordance with the above standards, the authors must explain the
rationale for their approach and demonstrate that the institutional
review body explicitly approved the doubtful aspects of the study.
Before submitting, authors should make their study approved
by the relevant research ethics committee or institutional review
board. If human participants were involved, manuscripts must be
accompanied by a statement that the experiments were undertaken
with the understanding and appropriate informed consent of each.
Any personal item or information will not be published without explicit consents from the involved patients. If experimental animals
were used, the materials and methods (experimental procedures)
section must clearly indicate that appropriate measures were taken
to minimize pain or discomfort, and details of animal care should
be provided.

Editorial Office
World Journal of Immunology
Editorial Department: Room 903, Building D,
Ocean International Center,
No. 62 Dongsihuan Zhonglu,
Chaoyang District, Beijing 100025, China
E-mail: wji@wjgnet.com
http://www.wjgnet.com
Telephone: +86-10-85381892
Fax: +86-10-85381893
Indexed and Abstracted in
Digital Object Identifier.
Published by
Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited

SPECIAL STATEMENT

All articles published in this journal represent the viewpoints of the
authors except where indicated otherwise.

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS

Biostatistical editing
Statistical review is performed after peer review. We invite an expert
in Biomedical Statistics from to evaluate the statistical method used
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