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Abstract
The launch of World Journal of Anesthesiology  (WJA) 
is great news for the community of anesthesiology. An-
esthesiology is a rapidly evolving medical specialty. The 
practice of anesthesia is broad and has an important 
impact on our society. Thus, it is necessary to have a 
multi-modal system to rapidly disseminate anesthesi-
ology-related knowledge. WJA ’s preparatory work was 
initiated on December 3, 2010, will be published on 
December 27, 2011. The WJA Editorial Board has now 
been established and consists of 121 distinguished ex-
perts from 28 countries. It will publish various formats 
of papers including original studies, review, commen-
tary, guidelines, case report, book review and letters to 
the editor. The publication of the accepted papers will 
be quick and it is free of charge for readers to down-
load and read any articles in the journal. Thus, WJA 
should be an excellent choice for anyone to consider 
publishing anesthesiology-related papers. Congratula-
tions to the birth of WJA, a new member of World se-
ries journal family.

© 2011 Baishideng. All rights reserved.
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INTRODUCTION
I am Zhi-Yi Zuo, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of  
Anesthesiology, University of  Virginia (Figure 1) and the 
Editor-in-Chief  of  World Journal of  Anesthesiology (World J 
Anesthesiol, WJA, online ISSN 2218-6182, DOI: 10.5313). 
I am very pleased to announce that the first issue of  
WJA, whose preparatory work was initiated on Decem-
ber 3, 2010, will be published on December 27, 2011. 
WJA is a bimonthly peer-reviewed, online, open-access, 
journal supported by an editorial board consisting of  121 
experts in anesthesiology from 28 countries. With the ad-
vance of  modern technology, electronic and open-access 
journals are a preferred place for scientists to publish 
their work. This format is often the choice for publish-
ers that want to establish a new journal. The benefits for 
authors who publish in these journals are multiple. The 
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Figure 1  Editor-in-Chief of the 
World Journal of Anesthesiology. 
Zhi-Yi Zuo, MD, PhD, Professor, 
Department of Anesthesiology, PO 
Box 800710, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, VA 22908, United 
States.



obvious ones include that the author’s work will be pub-
lished immediately after it has been accepted and that the 
paper will be accessible by anyone in the world so long as 
the person has an internet access. This is exciting news 
because the journal should serve as an excellent channel 
to rapidly publish and disseminate the work in the field 
of  anesthesiology.

As the Editor-in-Chief  for WJA, it is a great honor 
for me to introduce the Journal to everyone. I also would 
like to invite everyone to contribute to the journal. This 
includes writing, reading and commenting on articles in 
the journal as well as providing us with feedbacks on how 
we do with the journal.

Anesthesiology is a rapidly evolving specialty. It in-
volves advance in technology (such as development of  
various monitoring techniques and equipment), pharma-
cology and knowledge developed in many other special-
ties (such as internal medicine). This is because anes-
thesiologists not only need to provide proper anesthesia 
service to the patients but also have to protect patients 
from injury or harm during surgery or procedure. Pre-
venting any unnecessary injury or “do no harm” is the 
most important duty for anesthesiologists to perform. 
This duty will require anesthesiologists to have a broad 
range of  medical knowledge, such as pathophysiology of  
various diseases, because patients with various diseases 
will need surgery and anesthesia. Since safety or keeping 
our patient safe has been a focus for anesthesia practice 
for many decades, anesthesiology has been cited by In-
stitute of  Medicine of  the United States as an exampling 
specialty in medicine in achieving safe practice[1]. 

Anesthesiology practice is broad and has a great im-
pact on our society. Each year, ~50 million patients will 
have surgery under anesthesia in the United States[2]. In 
addition, there is an increased number of  patients will 
receive anesthesia for invasive procedures, such as endo-
scopic procedures for gastrointestinal system. In addition 
to providing anesthesia service to these patients, anes-
thesiology practice also includes pain management and 
intensive care[3]. Knowledge and practice on the last two 
fields have inevitably helped the development and growth 
of  modern anesthesiology. 

The nature of  rapid evolvement and breadth of  an-
esthesiology requires multiple modals to disseminate its 
knowledge. One such a way is through scientific journals. 
Currently, there are ~20 journals that are anesthesiology-
related. However, most of  them are printing journals. It 
often takes 6 mo or longer for those journals to publish 
an accepted paper. WJA is a bi-monthly peer-reviewed, 
open-access journal and will take a full advantage of  this 
type of  journals.

CONTENTS OF PEER REVIEW
In order to guarantee the quality of  articles published in 
the journal, WJA usually invites three experts to com-
ment on the submitted papers. The contents of  peer re-

view include: (1) whether the contents of  the manuscript 
are of  great importance and novelty; (2) whether the 
experiment is complete and described clearly; (3) whether 
the discussion and conclusion are justified; (4) whether 
the citations of  references are necessary and reasonable; 
and (5) whether the presentation and use of  tables and 
figures are correct and complete.

SCOPE
The aim of  WJA is to report rapidly new theories, meth-
ods, techniques and knowledge in the field of  anesthe-
siology. WJA covers general anesthesia, local anesthesia, 
obstetric anesthesia, pediatric anesthesia, neurosurgical 
anesthesia, cardiovascular anesthesia, organ transplan-
tation anesthesia, anesthesia complications, anesthesia 
monitoring, new techniques, quality control, airway man-
agement, volume therapy, pain diagnosis and treatment, 
and intensive care, as well as anesthesia-related traditional 
Chinese medicine, epidemiology and nursing. The journal 
also publishes original articles and reviews that report 
the results of  applied and basic research in fields related 
to anesthesiology, such as immunology, pathophysiology, 
cell biology, pharmacology, medical genetics, and phar-
macology of  Chinese herbs. In a word, WJA publishes 
articles related to any aspects of  anesthesiology.

COLUMNS
The types of  articles published in WJA will include: (1) 
Editorial: To introduce and comment on the substantial 
advance, development and focus topics in the field; (2) 
Frontier: To review the most representative achieve-
ments and comment on the current research status in 
important fields, and propose directions for the future 
research; (3) Topic Highlight: there are three formats that 
are (A) 10 invited review articles on a hot topic, (B) a 
commentary on common issues of  this hot topic, and (C) 
a commentary on the 10 individual articles; (4) Observa-
tion: To update information on old and new questions, 
highlight unsolved problems, and provide strategies on 
how to solve the questions; (5) Guidelines for Clinical 
Practice: To publish guidelines for clinical practice; (6) 
Review: To systemically review the most representative 
progress and unsolved problems in the major scientific 
disciplines, comment on the current research status, and 
make suggestions on the future work; (7) Original Ar-
ticles: To report the innovative and valuable findings of  
original studies in anesthesiology; (8) Brief  Articles: To 
briefly report the novel and innovative findings of  origi-
nal studies in anesthesiology; (9) Case Report: To report 
a rare or typical case and educational points associated 
with the case; (10) Letters to the Editor: To discuss and 
make reply to the contributions published in WJA, or 
to introduce and comment on a controversial issue with 
general interest; (11) Book Reviews: To introduce and 
comment on quality monographs of  anesthesiology; and 
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(12) Guidelines: To introduce consensuses and guide-
lines reached by international and national academic 
authorities or associations worldwide on the research in 
anesthesiology.

Finally, I would like to congratulate the birth of  WJA 
and welcome everyone on the editorial board on board. 
With the care of  everyone including our authors, read-
ers and editorial board members, WJA will have a bright 
future. Let us all hope that WJA will become a leading 
anesthesiology journal soon.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
World Journal of  Anesthesiology (World J Anesthesiol, WJA, online ISSN 
2218-6182, DOI: 10.5313) is a bimonthly peer-reviewed, online, 
open-access (OA), journal supported by an editorial board consist-
ing of  121 experts in anesthesiology from 28 countries.

The biggest advantage of  the OA model is that it provides free, 
full-text articles in PDF and other formats for experts and the pub-
lic without registration, which eliminates the obstacle that traditional 
journals possess and usually delays the speed of  the propagation 
and communication of  scientific research results. The open access 
model has been proven to be a true approach that may achieve the 
ultimate goal of  the journals, i.e. the maximization of  the value to 
the readers, authors and society.

Maximization of personal benefits
The role of  academic journals is to exhibit the scientific levels of  
a country, a university, a center, a department, and even a scientist, 
and build an important bridge for communication between scien-
tists and the public. As we all know, the significance of  the publica-
tion of  scientific articles lies not only in disseminating and com-
municating innovative scientific achievements and academic views, 
as well as promoting the application of  scientific achievements, but 
also in formally recognizing the "priority" and "copyright" of  in-
novative achievements published, as well as evaluating research per-
formance and academic levels. So, to realize these desired attributes 
of  WJA and create a well-recognized journal, the following four 
types of  personal benefits should be maximized. The maximization 
of  personal benefits refers to the pursuit of  the maximum personal 
benefits in a well-considered optimal manner without violation of  
the laws, ethical rules and the benefits of  others. (1) Maximization 
of  the benefits of  editorial board members: The primary task of  
editorial board members is to give a peer review of  an unpublished 
scientific article via online office system to evaluate its innovative-
ness, scientific and practical values and determine whether it should 
be published or not. During peer review, editorial board members 
can also obtain cutting-edge information in that field at first hand. 
As leaders in their field, they have priority to be invited to write 
articles and publish commentary articles. We will put peer review-
ers’ names and affiliations along with the article they reviewed in 
the journal to acknowledge their contribution; (2) Maximization of  
the benefits of  authors: Since WJA is an open-access journal, read-
ers around the world can immediately download and read, free of  
charge, high-quality, peer-reviewed articles from WJA official web-
site, thereby realizing the goals and significance of  the communica-
tion between authors and peers as well as public reading; (3) Maxi-
mization of  the benefits of  readers: Readers can read or use, free of  
charge, high-quality peer-reviewed articles without any limits, and 
cite the arguments, viewpoints, concepts, theories, methods, results, 
conclusion or facts and data of  pertinent literature so as to vali-
date the innovativeness, scientific and practical values of  their own 
research achievements, thus ensuring that their articles have novel 
arguments or viewpoints, solid evidence and correct conclusion; 
and (4) Maximization of  the benefits of  employees: It is an iron law 
that a first-class journal is unable to exist without first-class editors, 
and only first-class editors can create a first-class academic journal. 
We insist on strengthening our team cultivation and construction so 
that every employee, in an open, fair and transparent environment, 
could contribute their wisdom to edit and publish high-quality ar-
ticles, thereby realizing the maximization of  the personal benefits 

of  editorial board members, authors and readers, and yielding the 
greatest social and economic benefits.

Aims and scope
The aim of   WJA is to report rapidly new theories, methods,  tech-
niques and knowledge in the field of  anesthesiology. WJA covers 
general anesthesia, local anesthesia, obstetric anesthesia, pediatric 
anesthesia, neurosurgical anesthesia, cardiovascular anesthesia, or-
gan transplantation anesthesia, anesthesia complications, anesthesia 
monitoring, new techniques, quality control, airway management, 
volume therapy, pain diagnosis and treatment, and intensive care, as 
well as anesthesia-related traditional Chinese medicine, epidemiol-
ogy and nursing. The journal also publishes original articles and 
reviews that report the results of  applied and basic research in felds 
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SPECIAL STATEMENT
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Biostatistical editing
Statistical review is performed after peer review. We invite an expert 
in Biomedical Statistics from to evaluate the statistical method used 
in the paper, including t-test (group or paired comparisons), chi-
squared test, Ridit, probit, logit, regression (linear, curvilinear, or 
stepwise), correlation, analysis of  variance, analysis of  covariance, 
etc. The reviewing points include: (1) Statistical methods should 
be described when they are used to verify the results; (2) Whether 
the statistical techniques are suitable or correct; (3) Only homoge-
neous data can be averaged. Standard deviations are preferred to 
standard errors. Give the number of  observations and subjects (n). 
Losses in observations, such as drop-outs from the study should be 
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it indicates statistical significance). 

Conflict-of-interest statement
In the interests of  transparency and to help reviewers assess any po-
tential bias, WJA requires authors of  all papers to declare any compet-
ing commercial, personal, political, intellectual, or religious interests  
in relation to the submitted work. Referees are also asked to indi-
cate any potential conflict they might have reviewing a particular 
paper. Before submitting, authors are suggested to read “Uniform 
Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: 
Ethical Considerations in the Conduct and Reporting of  Research: 
Conflicts of  Interest” from International Committee of  Medical 
Journal Editors (ICMJE), which is available at: http://www.icmje.
org/ethical_4conflicts.html. 

Sample wording: [Name of  individual] has received fees for serv-
ing as a speaker, a consultant and an advisory board member for [names 
of  organizations], and has received research funding from [names of  
organization]. [Name of  individual] is an employee of  [name of  or-
ganization]. [Name of  individual] owns stocks and shares in [name of  
organization]. [Name of  individual] owns patent [patent identification 
and brief  description]. 

Statement of informed consent
Manuscripts should contain a statement to the effect that all human 
studies have been reviewed by the appropriate ethics committee or it 
should be stated clearly in the text that all persons gave their informed 
consent prior to their inclusion in the study. Details that might disclose 
the identity of  the subjects under study should be omitted. Authors 
should also draw attention to the Code of  Ethics of  the World Medi-
cal Association (Declaration of  Helsinki, 1964, as revised in 2004).

Statement of human and animal rights
When reporting the results from experiments, authors should follow 
the highest standards and the trial should conform to Good Clini-
cal Practice (for example, US Food and Drug Administration Good 
Clinical Practice in FDA-Regulated Clinical Trials; UK Medicines 
Research Council Guidelines for Good Clinical Practice in Clinical 
Trials) and/or the World Medical Association Declaration of  Hel-
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tional standard. If  doubt exists whether the research was conducted 
in accordance with the above standards, the authors must explain the 
rationale for their approach and demonstrate that the institutional 
review body explicitly approved the doubtful aspects of  the study. 

Before submitting, authors should make their study approved by 
the relevant research ethics committee or institutional review board. 
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nied by a statement that the experiments were undertaken with the 
understanding and appropriate informed consent of  each. Any per-
sonal item or information will not be published without explicit con-
sents from the involved patients. If  experimental animals were used, 
the materials and methods (experimental procedures) section must 
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Acknowledgements, References, Tables, Figures, and Figure Leg-
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Publishing Group Co., Limited, and may not be reproduced by any 
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the relevant guidelines for the care and use of  laboratory animals 
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ing mailing.

Online submissions
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TIONS TO AUTHORS (http://www.wjgnet.com/2218-6182/
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For assistance, authors encountering problems with the Online 
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submit your manuscript online, do not make a postal contribution. 
Repeated online submission for the same manuscript is strictly 
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MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
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submitted using word-processing software. All submissions must be 
typed in 1.5 line spacing and 12 pt. Book Antiqua with ample mar-
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tion for each of  the manuscript sections is as follows:
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Title: Title should be less than 12 words.
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Running title: A short running title of  less than 6 words should be 
provided.

Authorship: Authorship credit should be in accordance with the 
standard proposed by ICMJE, based on (1) substantial contribu-
tions to conception and design, acquisition of  data, or analysis and 
interpretation of  data; (2) drafting the article or revising it critically 
for important intellectual content; and (3) final approval of  the ver-
sion to be published. Authors should meet conditions 1, 2, and 3.

Institution: Author names should be given first, then the complete 
name of  institution, city, province and postcode. For example, Xu-
Chen Zhang, Li-Xin Mei, Department of  Pathology, Chengde 
Medical College, Chengde 067000, Hebei Province, China. One au-
thor may be represented from two institutions, for example, George 
Sgourakis, Department of  General, Visceral, and Transplantation 
Surgery, Essen 45122, Germany; George Sgourakis, 2nd Surgical 
Department, Korgialenio-Benakio Red Cross Hospital, Athens 
15451, Greece
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Author contributions: Wang CL and Liang L contributed equally 
to this work; Wang CL, Liang L, Fu JF, Zou CC, Hong F and Wu 
XM designed the research; Wang CL, Zou CC, Hong F and Wu 
XM performed the research; Xue JZ and Lu JR contributed new 
reagents/analytic tools; Wang CL, Liang L and Fu JF analyzed the 
data; and Wang CL, Liang L and Fu JF wrote the paper.

Supportive foundations: The complete name and number of  sup-
portive foundations should be provided, e.g. Supported by National 
Natural Science Foundation of  China, No. 30224801

Correspondence to: Only one corresponding address should be 
provided. Author names should be given first, then author title, af-
filiation, the complete name of  institution, city, postcode, province, 
country, and email. All the letters in the email should be in lower 
case. A space interval should be inserted between country name and 
email address. For example, Montgomery Bissell, MD, Professor of  
Medicine, Chief, Liver Center, Gastroenterology Division, Universi-
ty of  California, Box 0538, San Francisco, CA 94143, United States. 
montgomery.bissell@ucsf.edu

Telephone and fax: Telephone and fax should consist of  +, coun-
try number, district number and telephone or fax number, e.g., Tele-
phone: +86-10-85381892 Fax: +86-10-85381893

Peer reviewers: All articles received are subject to peer review. 
Normally, three experts are invited for each article. Decision for 
acceptance is made only when at least two experts recommend 
an article for publication. Reviewers for accepted manuscripts are 
acknowledged in each manuscript, and reviewers of  articles which 
were not accepted will be acknowledged at the end of  each issue. 
To ensure the quality of  the articles published in WJA, reviewers of  
accepted manuscripts will be announced by publishing the name, 
title/position and institution of  the reviewer in the footnote ac-
companying the printed article. For example, reviewers: Professor 
Jing-Yuan Fang, Shanghai Institute of  Digestive Disease, Shanghai, 
Affiliated Renji Hospital, Medical Faculty, Shanghai Jiaotong Uni-
versity, Shanghai, China; Professor Xin-Wei Han, Department of  
Radiology, The First Affiliated Hospital, Zhengzhou University, 
Zhengzhou, Henan Province, China; and Professor Anren Kuang, 
Department of  Nuclear Medicine, Huaxi Hospital, Sichuan Univer-
sity, Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China.

Abstract
There are unstructured abstracts (no more than 256 words) and 
structured abstracts (no more than 480). The specific requirements 
for structured abstracts are as follows: 

An informative, structured abstracts of  no more than 480 
words should accompany each manuscript. Abstracts for original 
contributions should be structured into the following sections. AIM 
(no more than 20 words): Only the purpose should be included. 

Please write the aim as the form of  “To investigate/study/…; 
MATERIALS AND METHODS (no more than 140 words); 
RESULTS (no more than 294 words): You should present P val-
ues where appropriate and must provide relevant data to illustrate 
how they were obtained, e.g. 6.92 ± 3.86 vs 3.61 ± 1.67, P < 0.001; 
CONCLUSION (no more than 26 words).

Key words
Please list 5-10 key words, selected mainly from Index Medicus, which 
reflect the content of  the study.

Text
For articles of  these sections, original articles and brief  articles, the 
main text should be structured into the following sections: INTRO-
DUCTION, MATERIALS AND METHODS, RESULTS and 
DISCUSSION, and should include appropriate Figures and Tables. 
Data should be presented in the main text or in Figures and Tables, 
but not in both. The main text format of  these sections, editorial, 
topic highlight, case report, letters to the editors, can be found at: 
http://www.wjgnet.com/2218-6182/g_info_list.htm. 

Illustrations
Figures should be numbered as 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned clearly 
in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each figure on a sepa-
rate page. Detailed legends should not be provided under the 
figures. This part should be added into the text where the figures 
are applicable. Figures should be either Photoshop or Illustra-
tor files (in tiff, eps, jpeg formats) at high-resolution. Examples 
can be found at: http://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/13/4520.
pdf; http://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/13/4554.pdf; http://
www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/13/4891.pdf; http://www.
wjgnet.com/1007-9327/13/4986.pdf; http://www.wjgnet.
com/1007-9327/13/4498.pdf. Keeping all elements compiled is 
necessary in line-art image. Scale bars should be used rather than 
magnification factors, with the length of  the bar defined in the leg-
end rather than on the bar itself. File names should identify the fig-
ure and panel. Avoid layering type directly over shaded or textured 
areas. Please use uniform legends for the same subjects. For exam-
ple: Figure 1  Pathological changes in atrophic gastritis after treat-
ment. A: ...; B: ...; C: ...; D: ...; E: ...; F: ...; G: …etc. It is our principle 
to publish high resolution-figures for the printed and E-versions.

Tables
Three-line tables should be numbered 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned 
clearly in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each table. Detailed 
legends should not be included under tables, but rather added into 
the text where applicable. The information should complement, 
but not duplicate the text. Use one horizontal line under the title, a 
second under column heads, and a third below the Table, above any 
footnotes. Vertical and italic lines should be omitted.

Notes in tables and illustrations
Data that are not statistically significant should not be noted. aP < 0.05, 
bP < 0.01 should be noted (P > 0.05 should not be noted). If  there 
are other series of  P values, cP < 0.05 and dP < 0.01 are used. A third 
series of  P values can be expressed as eP < 0.05 and fP < 0.01. Other 
notes in tables or under illustrations should be expressed as 1F, 2F, 
3F; or sometimes as other symbols with a superscript (Arabic numer-
als) in the upper left corner. In a multi-curve illustration, each curve 
should be labeled with ●, ○, ■, □, ▲, △, etc., in a certain sequence.
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REFERENCES
Coding system
The author should number the references in Arabic numerals ac-
cording to the citation order in the text. Put reference numbers in 

IIIWJA|www.wjgnet.com December 27, 2011|Volume 1|Issue 1|



square brackets in superscript at the end of  citation content or after 
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